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	Principal: R S McLoughlin BSc, MEd, PQH      

Chairman of the Board of Governors:  Mr R J Magowan


	To Parents/Guardians naming Grosvenor Grammar School as a preference on your child’s Transfer Form

	Entrance Test Results 
Please ensure that you provide the following information on Section C of your child’s Transfer Form:

· your child’s score in the Association for Quality Education (“AQE”) Common Entrance Assessment (“CEA”) which should be entered, along with the AQE Candidate Number, in the following format: ‘AQE CEA score’, followed by the score with the AQE Candidate Number in brackets.  



	Special Circumstances and/or Special Provisions
If you are making a claim for your child to be considered under Special Circumstances or Special Provisions, please note that you are required to:

· present all such material as you consider will assist the Board of Governors in determining if Special Circumstances and/or Special Provisions apply; 

· attach all such material to the Transfer Form. 

Further details can be found in the Section ‘Special Circumstances and Special Provisions – General Information’ below.  

	

	Open Evenings - Wednesday 4 January 2012   AND  Thursday 5 January 2012
6.30pm-9.00pm (Principal’s talks 7.15pm and 8.00pm)

School open for viewing, staff available for consultation


INTRODUCTION

Founded in 1945, Grosvenor Grammar School (“the School”) is multi-cultural, non-denominational and co-educational.  It has been situated in the Castlereagh area since 1958.  The School provides a high quality education to all pupils, enabling them to participate in a range of activities, to enjoy their schooldays and to obtain the best examination results of which they are capable.  The vast majority of pupils pass on to universities throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland, including Oxford and Cambridge Universities.

The School is characterised by a pleasant atmosphere in which pupils are encouraged to develop all their capabilities.  The curriculum gives emphasis to academic, social, aesthetic, moral and physical development and pupils are enabled to grow in self-confidence throughout their years in the School.  The welfare and progress of each pupil and constructive home-school links are encouraged and maintained through a team of Heads of Year and Form Teachers, allied to a flourishing parent association and professional counsellors.  Acceptance of a place in the School is taken as acceptance of the School’s Discipline Policy and as a statement of agreement to abide by the School Rules.

Its prime position and extensive grounds have made the School attractive to pupils from many urban, suburban and rural primary schools, mainly in East & South Belfast and North & Mid Down areas.  This is a particularly exciting time for the school as we moved into our new school buildings in April 2010 on our 34 acre site.  This completed our building programme which started with the opening in November 1999 of the £4.5m Ken Reid Building, our Science & Technology block.  The £18.5m new school, including a further £1.2m for Furniture and Equipment, is part of a PPP project constructing a number of schools across the Belfast Education & Library Board.  The new facilities now provide our pupils with the most exceptional and up-to-date equipment across all teaching spaces including interactive whiteboards and tablets, data projectors, video conferencing equipment and access to the use of a virtual learning environment.  There are three sand based rugby pitches, two synthetic hockey pitches, three synthetic cricket wickets, a 400m running track, Fitness Suite, Sports Hall, Lecture Dance Studio, purpose built Art Suite, Drama Studio, Home Economics Suite, Music Suite, Careers Suite and Sixth Form Centre.  All teaching spaces are equipped with a state-of-the-art heat exchanger and natural air flow system which, along with the environmental friendly lighting, ensures that they are conducive to teaching and learning.  In addition the excellent location of the school allows easy access to additional facilities such as the Robinson Centre.  Our new world-class facilities will undoubtedly enrich the pupils’ experience of education in this wonderful school for many years to come.  

There are 70 full-time specialist teachers, four foreign language assistants and numerous peripatetic instrumental tutors, both private and from the Belfast School of Music.

On entering the School, pupils are placed in one of six classes, following common courses in English, French, Spanish, German, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Home Economics, Art, Technology and Design, History, Geography, Music, Drama, Religious Education, Physical Education, Information Technology and Learning for Life and Work.  A short residential experience is offered to all pupils in First Form (Year 8).

In Third Form (Year 10), consultation involving pupils, parents/guardians and careers staff is followed by selection of nine, ten or eleven subjects at GCSE from a list of twenty-four.  After GCSE, most pupils enter Sixth Form to take Advanced Level courses in three or four subjects, from a list of twenty-nine.  Work Experience and Job Shadowing opportunities increase at this stage, as do extra-curricular activities in the recreational, leisure, vocational and voluntary service areas.

The School has very strong musical, dramatic and sporting traditions.  It is proud of its success in the choral and instrumental spheres, and of its musical links throughout the world.  It is equally proud of the emphasis it places on the wide range of games, societies and other activities led by the teachers. Inter-school competition and co-operation are encouraged.

The School is highly involved in cross-community work.  It has a strong European and World outlook with a number of international link schools and has an excellent record for its charitable work.  Notable achievements and successes in recent years include top places in the Northern Ireland and UK examinations; achieving Northern Ireland Specialist School status; Silver Investor in People Award; ICT Mark Accreditation; Charter Mark Award; British Council International School Award and the first post-primary school in Northern Ireland to receive the European Environmental Green Flag Award.

Transport has been arranged to assist those who live in Ballygowan, Comber, Crossnacreevy, Derryboye, Moneyreagh and the Belmont/Stormont, Dundonald, Cairnshill/Four Winds and Strandtown areas of the city.  The School is also easily accessible by public transport from Belvoir, Carryduff, Killinchy, Saintfield and most areas of East and South Belfast.

The School holds high expectations for its pupils and encourages them to aspire to rewarding careers and to participate in the wide range of extra-curricular activities on offer in the School.  Parental aspirations are of paramount importance and the School complements these by constant and regular communication.

C.
ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR ENTRY OF PUPILS TO FORMS 2, 3, 4 OR 5


(Years 9-12)

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Those wishing to apply for entry to Form 2 (Year 9) - Form 5 (Year 12) must make formal application each year using the School Application Form and provide the most recent reports from  their present school.  Full details, including the School Application Form, may be obtained by writing to the Principal's Personal Assistant, Grosvenor Grammar School, Marina Park, Belfast, BT5 6BA.

Following receipt of an application, the School will advise parents in writing, by the eleventh working day following the receipt of the School Application Form, of any decision to admit the child or otherwise.  Children will be called to interview on the basis of any educational attainment evidence presented (and attached to the School Application Form) by the parents/guardians. This evidence should indicate academic attainment which is compatible with the demands and requirements made upon the year group they wish to enter.  This material may include any or all of the following: 

i)   
The score awarded by AQE in the CEA or the transfer grade awarded by CCEA;

ii)  
School reports indicating the results for the child of any tests/examinations conducted in Post-Primary Education;

iii)  
Any other relevant material.

In the event that a place subsequently becomes available, it should be noted that those who have applied previously, but have failed to obtain a place in the School, will be placed on a reserve list until 1 May 2013, at which time their application is deemed to have elapsed.

The Board of Governors has approved the criteria described below and has delegated the task of applying these criteria to the Principal.

1
Criteria for admission for applicants

1.1
There MUST be places available in the year group being applied for.  Places permitted in each year are:  Form 2 - 160, Form 3 – 160.  All applications to Years 11 and 12 are conditional upon places being available within classes to support appropriate subject choices, subject to an overall enrolment number of 1075.

1.2
If the number of applications is greater than can be admitted within the School Enrolment Number, or within a particular Year group, the following criteria will be applied in the order stated:

(i)
children whose most recent reports from their present school (and previous schools, if applicable) satisfy the Principal on past school record and achievement, including attendance, behaviour and punctuality, will be considered before other children.  (A satisfactory attendance rate would be 90% or higher).  In the case of children whose attendance may have been affected by clearly documented medical or other problems, the Principal is empowered, in extenuating circumstances, to consider this.  Each case will be carefully assessed by the Principal and will necessarily take into account appropriate documentary evidence medical or otherwise.  In such a case the decision of the Principal will be final;

(ii)
children whose applications have been received on or before 1 June 2012 and applications received after this date from children who have recently moved into the area (*see below) will be considered before other children;

(iii)
children will be ranked on the basis of a scored interview to include attainment, effort, extra-curricular contribution, disciplinary record and motivation.  It should be noted that the interview process will take into account any educational attainment evidence, including the most recent school report, presented prior to or at the interview.
2
If more than one child is eligible for the last remaining place(s) because they have equal scores, then the final place(s) will be allocated using the following criteria, in the order stated:

(i)
children who EITHER have a sibling currently in the School [state name(s) and Registration Group(s)] OR are the eldest child in the family to transfer to a Post-Primary School.

(ii)
applicants will be ranked for acceptance on the basis of a computer-based process which will make use of the names of applicants as shown on their School Application Forms.

The process is carried out by means of a computer program which, for each applicant, generates a ranking number using the details from the School Application Form as the seed for a random number generator.  The outcome, for any given applicant, is dependent only on the applicant’s name (as written on the School Application Form), and is not affected by the details of any other applicant.  Although the process is repeatable, and the results may therefore be subsequently verified, it is not possible to predict, in advance of running the program, what the result will be for any given set of details.  Applicants with the lowest ranking numbers will be given places up to the number of places available.  Further details may be obtained from the Principal.

*Moving to the area from a distance of greater than 20 miles from the School as measured in a straight line using an Ordnance Survey web distance measurement tool from the child’s home to the front entrance of the School’s main administrative building.  Home will be taken to mean the child’s address appearing at the commencement of the School Application Form.
D.
ENTRY TO SIXTH FORM
There are currently 290 places available in the Sixth Form, subject to an overall School Enrolment Number of 1075 pupils.  On average, approximately 10 pupils enter Lower Sixth Form each year from neighbouring schools.  All applicants should be aware that a minimum of 4 ‘AS’ level subjects in Lower Sixth must be studied and a minimum of 3 ‘A2’ subjects in Upper Sixth.
Part 1 - ENTRY TO LOWER SIXTH

NOTE:  Most subjects will have Specific and General Entry Recommendations and the details can be found in the ‘Information About Sixth Form Entry and Sixth Form Courses’ booklet, but in general terms it is very strongly recommended that pupils have achieved a GCSE grade B (or above) or have teacher recommendation in those subjects they wish to study at advanced level; with the exception of some subjects for which GCSE in the subject is not a prerequisite (e.g. Politics, Economics).
POINTS 1-3 APPLY TO CURRENT GROSVENOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL PUPILS ONLY

1.
Parents and pupils should note that all Grosvenor Grammar School pupils who meet all of the following criteria will automatically have the right to a place in the Sixth Form, regardless of the grades/points of outside applicants to the School:

(i) 
have achieved 15 or more points in their GCSE subjects where a GCSE grade A* or


A = 3 points, B = 2 points and C = 1 point [Please note the grade achieved in Religious Studies (Short Course) is worth half the points of a full GCSE Grade i.e. A* or A = 1.5 points, B = 1 point and C = 0.5 of a point].  The Principal will determine the points awarded for other non-GCSE level 2 qualifications;

(ii) 
satisfy the Principal on past school record and achievement (including attendance, behaviour, motivation and punctuality);

(iii) 
have an interview with Grosvenor Grammar School careers staff to choose a course of study which shows he/she has a reason for entering Sixth Form and has a suitable match of subjects.

2. 
In the case of Grosvenor Grammar School pupils whose performance in GCSE examinations may have been detrimentally affected by extreme medical or other problems, the Principal is empowered, in exceptional cases, to waive the requirements of paragraph one above.  Each case will be carefully assessed by the Principal, taking into account the appropriate documentary medical evidence.

3.
If a Grosvenor Grammar School pupil fails to gain admission via the criteria detailed above they will be considered via criteria 4 - 6.
EXTERNAL APPLICATIONS

Please Note

· All applications for places should be received, at the latest, by the School Office staff by 1.00 p.m. on the day of publication of the final GCSE results.  Applications received after this time will only be considered for a place if there are places available.

· Acceptance of a place offered in the Grosvenor Grammar School Sixth Form must be made and received by the School before 1.00 p.m. on the day following the publication of the final GCSE results.  Otherwise, the offer will be withdrawn and the place offered to the applicant next on the reserve list.

4. 
If the number of applicants exceeds the number of places available, applicants will be ranked according to the points score based on their best 7 GCSE grades [where a GCSE Grade A* or A = 3 points, B = 2 points and C = 1 point; please note the grade achieved in a GCSE Short Course is worth half the points of a full GCSE Grade i.e. A* or A = 1.5 points, B = 1 point and C = 0.5 of a point].  Applicants will be selected in accordance with their place in this rank order of the points score.  The Principal will determine the points awarded for other non-GCSE level 2 qualifications.

5. 
In the event that criterion 4 fails to separate candidates for a remaining place then applicants will be ranked according to the points score based on their best 7 GCSE grades (where a GCSE Grade A* = 4 points, A = 3 points, B = 2 points and C = 1 point).  Applicants will be selected in accordance with their place in this rank order of the points score.

6.
In the event that criterion 5 fails to separate candidates for a remaining place then the total points tally of each applicant will be used to rank them (where a GCSE Grade A* = 4 points, A = 3 points, B = 2 points and C = 1 point).  Applicants will be selected in accordance with their place in this rank order.

Criteria for any extra places made available by the Department of Education for admission into 

Lower Sixth (Year 13)

The Department of Education may, on request, increase the number of pupils that the school can admit to its Year 13. Places that become available in this way shall be allocated only to pupils who meet the basic eligibility criteria for sixth form study (as above) and shall be allocated in the order determined by the criteria to be applied in the order set down.

1. Pupils who have most recently completed Year 12 in Grosvenor Grammar School.

2. Pupils from other schools where admission to an extra place at Grosvenor Grammar School has been agreed by the Department of Education.*

*Parents should note how the Department of Education will, in response to a school's request, increase the school's enrolment number in order to allow an extra post -16 pupil to enrol. DE will first check whether there is another school or schools with places available of a type suitable for that pupil within an hour’s journey of where the pupil lives. If there is, DE will then check whether this other school or schools may provide all of the post-16 courses that the pupil wishes to pursue. If these checks find that no other suitable school may provide all of the post-16 courses that the pupil wishes to pursue - then DE will agree a school's request for an extra place.

What is a school of a type that is suitable for a pupil? To determine this, DE first considers all schools to be one of 4 types: (1) denominational (2) non-denominational (3) Integrated and (4) Irish-Medium. A school requesting an extra place for a post-16 pupil will belong to one of these 4 types and DE will consider any other school or school from this same type as suitable for the pupil. DE will also consider as suitable for the pupil any school from the same type as the type of school that the child attended in Year 12.
Part 2 - ENTRY TO UPPER SIXTH

1.
Grosvenor Grammar School Lower Sixth Form pupils should be aware that the


minimum entry requirements for entry into Upper Sixth are:
· have achieved in AS examinations during Lower Sixth year at least 3 grades D OR scored a minimum of 100 points in AS;

[Points Tariff (AS or equivalent): A = 60, B = 50, C = 40, D = 30, E = 20];

· satisfy the Principal on attitude and behaviour.


Note also that:
· Full details of the requirements are given in the School Contract that all pupils and parents must sign before a place in the Sixth Form can be confirmed.

· In a few exceptional cases it may be possible for pupils to repeat their Lower Sixth year, provided they will be under 19 years of age at the time of DE Census in their final year of School AND that places are available and that the Principal feels it is in the best interests of the pupil to do so.  Failure to meet the age requirement will mean that such pupils will automatically lose their place in the School.

· Pupils whose performance in the AS level examinations may have been detrimentally affected by extreme medical or other problems, the Principal, in consultation with the Chairman of the Board of Governors, is empowered, in exceptional cases, to waive the above requirements. Each case will be carefully assessed by the Principal and Chairman of the Board of Governors, taking into account the appropriate documentary evidence.

2.  Non Grosvenor Grammar School applicants to enter Upper Sixth Form.

2.1
There MUST be places available in the Upper Sixth year group.  Places are subject to an overall school enrolment number of 1075.

2.2 All Grosvenor Grammar school pupils that meet the minimum entry requirements will be accepted first.   If the Principal deems that there are still places available and the total number of applicants exceeds the number of places available, then applicants will be scored according to their results in AS examinations.   Applicants will be rank ordered according to their total score and selection will be according to their place in this rank order, the highest scores being selected first.

[Points Tariff (AS or equivalent): A = 60, B = 50, C = 40, D = 30, E = 20]
